
MENTOR MICHIGAN DIRECTORY 
 

SAGINAW COUNTY 
 

This listing for Saginaw County is organized first by programs that serve the 
entire county, and second by programs serving a specific city within this county. 

The cities are listed alphabetically. 
 
COUNTY-WIDE 
 
Volunteer Services 
Marsha Cooley 
United Way of Saginaw County 
100 South Jefferson Avenue, 3rd Floor 
Saginaw, Michigan 48607 
Phone: (989) 755-0433 x. 203 
Fax:  (989) 755-2158 
Email: mcooley@unitedwaysaginaw.org  
 
Program Description: 
Volunteer Centers recruit, train, and place volunteers in nonprofit organizations 
throughout their service area.  They are inclusive, serving all nonprofits and residents—
they do not limit their service to a particular issue, group of people, or type of activity.  
Michigan’s Volunteer Centers are all prepared to assist mentors find organizations where 
they can volunteer.  Volunteer Centers often take a leadership position in convening 
organizations and individuals to find solutions to complex community issues.  They live their 
belief that people enrich their own lives and strengthen their communities through 
volunteer service. 
 
 



COUNTY-WIDE CONTINUED 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Saginaw Bay Area, Inc. 
Shelly Greene 
1910  Fordney Street 
Saginaw, Michigan 48601 
Phone: (989) 755-6558 
Fax: (989) 755-1808 
Email: sgreene@sagbay-bbbs.org  
 
Program Description: 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Saginaw Bay Area provides one-on-one traditional 
mentoring, school-based mentoring, on-site programs.  Mentees can be elementary, middle 
or high school students.  Their newest iniative is the Amachi program, which mentors 
children of incarcerated parents.  Volunteer mentors are expected to make a one year 
commitment, which involves 2-4 hours per month during morning, afternoon, evening, or 
weekend hours. 
 
 
ExperienceSeniorPower.com 
Tony Fama 
Maria Madeline Project, Inc. 
24630 Scotia Boulevard 
Oak Park, Michigan 48237 
Phone: (248) 398-6438 
Fax: (248) 692-0391 
Email: tony.fama@experienceseniorpower.com  
 
Program Description: 
Through ExperienceSeniorPower.com, children and senior citizens learn computer and job 
skills together.  Children receive an adult role model through these “adoptive grandparent” 
relationships and seniors have the opportunity to contribute their life experience and 
knowledge.  This program includes one-on-one, group, team, and e-mentoring activities.  
Senior volunteers are expected to make a one year commitment during morning, afternoon, 
or weekend hours. 
 



COUNTY-WIDE CONTINUED 
 
Family Youth Initiative 
Cheryl Popielarz 
Prevention and Youth Services 
1226 North Michigan Avenue 
Saginaw, Michigan 48602 
Phone: (989) 755-0937 
Fax: (989) 755-0152 
Email: cnppays@chartermi.net  
 
Program Description: 
The Family Youth Initiative, for young people ages ten through 17, includes group and  
e-mentoirng activities.  The group provides weekly opportunities that will direct youth into 
socially positive and responsible behavior.  Youth are encouraged to develop and improve 
their academic, social, and interpersonal skills.  Volunteers are expected to make a six 
month commitment, which involves eight hours per month during afterschool, evening, and 
weekend hours. 
 
 
Michigan Youth Leadership Forum 
William Milzarski 
320 North Washington Square, Suite 250 
Lansing, Michigan 48913 
Phone: (877) 499-6232 
Fax: (877) 499-6232 
Email: MilzarskiW@Michigan.gov  
www.MYLF.org  
 
Program Description: 
The Michigan Youth Leadership Forum involves 35 high school students that have 
disabilities.  The students are integrated with other students and adults with disabilities 
to learn leadership, social skills, and citizenship. The program involves one-on-one, team, 
and peer mentoring and takes place during one week during the summer.  The program is 
managed by the Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns.  Volunteers are expected to 
commit to one full week in the summer and follow up activities. 
 
 



COUNTY-WIDE CONTINUED 
 
READ Association of Saginaw County 
Carol Lechel 
100 South Jefferson  Ste. 401 
Saginaw, Michigan 48607 
Phone: (989) 755-8402 
Fax: (989) 755-8404 
Email: readassoc@sbcglobal.net  
 
Program Description: 
READ helps preschool and elementary school students who struggle with reading by 
motivating them to want to read.  The program uses one-on-one and peer mentoring to 
enhance the youth’s confidence and self-esteem so they can read at their respective grade 
level. READ strives to instill in all children a love of reading and the value of becoming a 
lifelong reader.  The children share individual reading time with a volunteer mentor for 30 
to 60 minutes per week from October through May.  Volunteer mentors are expected to 
make a three to nine month commitment, which involves two to four hours per month 
during afternoon or evening hours. 
 
 
Volunteer Centers of Michigan  
Judy Tymowicz 
1048 Pierpont, Suite 3 
Lansing, Michigan 48911 
Phone: (517) 492-2430 
Fax:  (517) 492-2444 
Email: tymowicz@mivolunteers.org  
 
Program Description: 
Volunteer Centers recruit, train, and place volunteers in nonprofit organizations 
throughout their service area.  They are inclusive, serving all nonprofits and residents—
they do not limit their service to a particular issue, group of people, or type of activity.  
Michigan’s Volunteer Centers are all prepared to assist mentors find organizations where 
they can volunteer.  Volunteer Centers often take a leadership position in convening 
organizations and individuals to find solutions to complex community issues.  They live their 
belief that people enrich their own lives and strengthen their communities through 
volunteer service. 



COUNTY-WIDE CONTINUED 
 
YMCA of Saginaw - After-School Program 
Stephanie Wirtz 
1915 Fordney 
Saginaw, Michigan 48601 
Phone: (989) 753-7721 x. 310 
Fax: (989) 755-9329 
Email: stephanie@saginawymca.org  
 
Program Description: 
The YMCA of Saginaw’s After-School Program has mentors working with preschool, 
elementary, middle, and high school youth on homework, sports, crafts, etc. Youth 
members participating in the After-School Program are also elgible for field trips.  In the 
Youth Super Sports Program, youth begin to learn sport skills beginning at age three.  
Most volunteer coaches are parents and the season is played so learning is most important.  
Everybody plays, everybody wins.  Resident and Day Camps provide youth with positive 
activities during the summer months.  Aquatics include swimming lessons, swim team, water 
safety, etc.  Group, team, peer, and e-mentoring activities provide instruction and 
education for members enrolled in classes.  Volunteer are expected to make a three month 
commitment, and involvement ranges from two to 16 hours per month during a time that 
meets the volunteer’s schedule. 
 
 
SAGINAW 
 
Family Youth Initiative (FYI) 
Dr. Cheryl A. Plettenberg 
1600 North Michigan 
Saginwa, Michigan 48602 
Phone: (989) 758-3822 
Fax: (989) 758-3746 
Email: cplettenberg@saginawcounty.com  
 
Program Description: 
The Family Youth Initiative mentor program strives to keep elementary, middle, and high 
school  youth off of drugs, in safe environments (Safe Houses), and in school. The program 
works with youth and their familes to build strong relationships and to develop a 
commitment to community service.  The activities include one-on-one, group, peer, team, 
and e-mentoring.  Volunteers are expected to make a two year commitment, which involves 
two to four hours per month during afternoon, evening, or weekend hours. 


